July
4 Mike Joyce
14 Will Reardon
15 Louise Isbell
16 Debbie Sosey
19 Jerome Guy
20 Kate Guy
23 Doug Prowell
August
2 Chandler Reardon
7 Colton Leet
17 Brenda Conway
18 Emily Friesen
20 Kate Guy
23 Jesse Friesen
27 Donald Stratton
31 Jason Lovell
31 Bryan Powell
September
7 Mary Zimmerman
9 Caleb Friesen
15 Emma Lovell
17 Rebekah Englen
23 Cameron Leet
24 Norm Behm
30 Susan Beckham

NEWSBREAK
Applegate Community Church
18960 N. Applegate Rd
Grants Pass, OR 97527

July
8 Kendon & Jessie Leet
8 Parker & Cindy Reardon
10 Eon & Becky Friesen
14 Jason & Kellie Lovell
20 Gary & Chris Richardson
31 Dan & Rachel Powell
August
6 Bob & Beth Piete
September
18 Donald and Charlotte Stratton

Dates Ahead
July

August

4 Independence Day
12 Women’s Outreach Sign
Making Meeting
14 2nd Saturday Servants
25-27 Garage Sale Set-up
27-28 Garage Sale

11 2nd Saturday Servants
19 Church Potluck
19 Ice Cream Social at
Williams Church

September

3 Labor Day
6 Women’s Outreach
8 2nd Saturday Servants
16 Church Potluck
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Covenant and Commitment

What comes to mind when you think of each of these concepts? I’ve been meditating
on these truths, especially as I’ve been preparing lectures on the Pentateuch, as well as our
study through Ecclesiastes. Remember that in Solomon’s quandary over death being no respecter of persons, he illustrated his point with a reference to the swearer, or one who makes
an oath. This doesn’t refer to profane or rash swearing, though that’s the majority interpretive position. Yet, we must understand the concept within the context of covenant. Every
time you read “covenant” in Scripture, think relationship. God initiated relationship. And our
response to this covenant relationship is allegiance. Notice how God commanded His chosen
people to “fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His
name” (Deut 6:13; cf. 10:20). So, swearing by the Lord’s name speaks of covenant responsibility and loyalty. Thus, a man of God (or woman) is one who keeps his word and is committed to the relationship. It’s true in covenant relationship with our God, our church, and our
spouse. Loyalty in these relationships puts all other relationships in their place.
Recall to mind our Savior’s teaching on the subject in Matthew 5:33-37. He never forbade
the making of oaths. As we image our God, who makes an oath (Heb 6:13-18; cf. Acts 2:30),
so we manifest commitment in relationship, with Him and each other. That rules out all flippant, profane, or careless use of oaths in everyday speech. As truth-tellers, who are committed to His truth, our ‘yes’ means YES.
Think again of what The Preacher has been instructing us in his book of Ecclesiastes.
As we consider the inevitability of death, why do people fill their lives w/ the distractions of
a thousand passions and squander what little time they have to immediate but insignificant
worries…that’s the perplexity we should have!! In fact, King Sol will develop that more fully in coming chapters, as he advises everyone to avoid the distractions and focus on what is
important, thus to use the remainder of your life wisely, knowing death is imminent! Let’s
find ourselves more committed to His Kingdom agenda and more committed to loving Him
and our neighbor.
Because He first loved us,
Pastor Parker

News from the Deacons
We recently upgraded our alarm system by extending coverage to the entire
building. There are more fire and door sensors, but with the increased number of
sensors, there has been a higher amount of alarms. Each alarm requires a
response from one of our men whose names are on the call list at SOS Alarm.
While we can shut-off an alarm remotely, in the majority of the situations,
somebody is required to come to the church to make sure it is secure. The most
recent instance involved a couple of fire trucks that responded to a false alarm
caused by a faulty fire sensor. We have had several defective door and fire
sensors, and have requested their replacement. There are also many examples of
human error where a door hasn't been fully closed and is found flapping in the
wind when one of our men or the sheriff arrives. Currently, the sheriff and the fire
department are not charging for false alarms, but that could change if we
continue to have them, so we urge everyone to double-check doors when leaving
the church. Also, we do not want to become an annoyance to the fire department
or the sheriff by wasting their time and resources on our false alarms.
We continue to gather information on hearing assisted systems. We have heard
from several churches and are evaluating various options. If you would like to
offer some input on systems you have successfully used at other churches, please
speak to one of the deacons.
Over the past few years, many have diligently worked to reverse the decline in
our facilities that took place in prior years. Due to that effort, we have achieved a
basic level of usability. At the same time, our finances have improved somewhat.
From this point forward, we are considering how we can fully utilize this beautiful
building and grounds the Lord has blessed us with. It is why we are evaluating
solar power as a way to heat and cool more significant portions of our building.
We are also looking into how we can expand the area used for Meet and Greet by
possibly changing the courtyard area into a place more suited for gathering.
The deacons want to thank everyone who serves the church on Sundays,
throughout the week and on the 2nd Saturday Workdays. As always, if there are
issues you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to speak with us.
-The Deacons

AWANA REPORT

“We are currently on our Summer Break from AWANA. We look
forward to gearing up for AWANA starting again in the Fall, and will be
having an Organizational Meeting soon! If you have an interest in
volunteering to help with AWANA during the 2018-2019 year, please talk with
me personally, or watch for the upcoming Meeting and plan on attending. As
always, please keep in mind those Kiddos you come across that live in our
Valley that you can invite to Attend for this upcoming year. Thank you again
to ALL those who helped to make this last year so fun, rewarding, and
successful. -Commander Leet"
Women’s Outreach
*The annual Church Wide Yard Sale is coming up and will be Friday and
Saturday July 27-28 from 9-4. Your item donations are now being accepted! Please
bring in your unwanted, gently used, treasures. Items may be dropped off neatly in
Room 3. Furniture and outdoor items may be brought on Thursday July 26 during
setup.

*Last year’s sale included a baked goods table. This was a huge success, and to
repeat it we will need volunteers to make a variety of treats; breads, pies, cakes etc.
for sale both days!
*We will also need volunteers during the sale and for set up/ take down. More info
will be available closer to the date.
*July 12th we will have a special Women’s Outreach meeting in order to make signs
for the garage sale.
Thanks,
Cindy

