NEWSBREAK

Dates Ahead
October
4 Women’s Outreach
6 2nd Saturday Servant
13-14 Missions Conference
20-21 Women’s Retreat
31 Reformation Day
November
1 Women’s Outreach
9 Barn Dance
10 2nd Saturday Servant
11 Harvest Dinner
22 Thanksgiving
December
6 Women’s Outreach
8 2nd Saturday Servant
25 Merry Christmas!

October
6 Peter & Veronique Guy
7 Leonard & Barbara Long
November
14 Darius and Krista Englen
December
7 Stephan & Lynda Lee VanderValk
20 Bill & Mary Zimmerman

October
2 Kaysie Leet
4 Anna Hoeft
5 Cari Dietrick
7 Byron Guy
20 Margaret Goheen
22 Bob Piete
24 Mike Quigley
25 Gary Richardson
26 LyndaLee VanderValk
27 Seth Guy
28 Dorothy Neff
28 Mark Sosey
November
4 Eli Friesen
10 Cindy Reardon
12 Brianna Friesen
15 Veronique Guy
21 Lynsie Leet
22 Darren Goheen
December
3 Dayna Reardon
5 Charlotte Stratton
7 Josh Hoeft
17 Becky Friesen
19 Aaron Friesen
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Sunday School
How aware of this vital ministry are you? Did you know that over 70 years ago the American Sunday School
Union (known now as InFaith) provided classes in our valley, contributing to the start of Applegate Community
Church?
The Sunday School movement is a concept originally transplanted from England to the US in the late 1700’s.
Originally the emphasis was on the education of children in biblical truth. But don’t miss the convictional significance imported on the very first ships to arrive in America, as the colonists imported Christian education.
The first settlers had left Europe for personal religious freedom. They were concerned that the Scriptures guide
their daily practice and built their entire societal structure on a foundation of education that was Christian, and
thus thoroughly biblical. Sixteen years after the Puritans landed in Massachusetts, 1636, Harvard College was
founded. It was soon after that local town governments were instructed to establish instruction for children, as
part of the system of public schools. Yet, it was the church that was the single most important place for intellectual growth and development during those early years. To supplement the Sunday sermons, there were often
mid-week lectures on various subjects. As Malcolm Knowles so aptly states, “The church was probably the
most influential institutional force for the education of adults in the first two centuries of our national
life” (History of the Adult Education Movement in the US, 5).
Do you recall how the writer of Hebrews chides his readers for being dull of hearing, rather than receptive to
Gospel truth? He said, “…it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the Word
of God” (Heb 5:11b-12a); essentially the ABC’s of salvation. There is the need to hear, study, understand, and
appropriate the truth, otherwise stagnation awaits. We want to come alongside the saints at ACC to help them
make the Truth a living reality in their daily experience. The small groups in Sunday School (SS) provide just a
few moments longer in our study of the Word of God outside the corporate worship service.
The children’s ministry is using Generations of Grace curriculum, which goes on a 3-year journey through redemptive history of the OT (because most of our youngsters need to come all the way to Christ before they can
become diligent followers of Christ), life of Christ, Acts, and Revelation.
Our teen group, The Foundry, is studying church history and The Truth Project.
The adult class has studied various NT epistles, Fundamentals of the Faith (FOF), distinguishing marks of
healthy churches, biblical decision-making, a theology of the Church, the OT’s significance for NT believers,
and are currently studying the foundational book of Genesis.
Consider how you can contribute to and be an active part of this vital ministry of the local church.
For the Church, the pillar and support of the truth,
Pastor Parker

Missions Conference
October 14-15
Come hear how the Kensingers are serving in Honduras!
Robb Kensinger will be speaking at 9am on Saturday (breakfast starts at 8am), during
Sunday School, our Worship Service, and will be available for Q. and A. during our
international themed potluck.
If you’d like to host Robb for a meal while he’s here please sign up in the foyer
News from the Deacons

Facility Refurbishment
The old and somewhat dangerous stairway at the east end of our building was taken
down. In its place, during the October workday, we'll reconstruct a new stairway and
landing. Instead of using wood that needs constant maintenance, we'll build with
composite materials. As with the replacement of the bridge last year, and with the
installation of LED lighting in the gym and other areas, our goal is to decrease the time
that we spend on maintenance.
Sound System
Every time we use our system, whether it is in the sanctuary on Sundays or in the gym
during the Harvest Dinner, it causes us to hold our breath and hope that it will make it
through one more use. The microphone is one of the problems, and we have decided to
purchase a new one. We would also like to upgrade our speakers and add hearing
assistive technology. With these goals in mind, we have identified an individual who
specializes in designing sound systems for small and medium churches to help us in this
endeavor.
Accounting Software
Currently, we use QuickBooks and Excel for bookkeeping and generating reports. The
software resides on the church computer and a personal computer, but it requires quite a
bit of time to enter and maintain our books. We're investigating the online, cloud-based
version of QuickBooks as well as another online program from a company that specializes
in software for churches. There are several advantages to subscribing to cloud-based
software. It can distribute the workload to several people with authorized access versus
our current setup that puts the whole workload on one individual. Also, the software gets
regular updates at no additional cost. Finally, church information is less apt to get hacked
or get infected with a virus. Keeping the books and dealing with the software is another
area where leadership's skillset could use some help. If you have accounting or software
skills, please let us know.

AWANA REPORT
AWANA is off to a great start this year! We have made a few changes to the Program as
far as classes and nightly order, based on the number of leaders and helpers we have.
We have some bright new faces this year also, with some families outside of our church
that are dedicated to bringing their kids on a weekly basis, and that’s nice to see. My hope is to
show those kiddos and their families the same unconditional love that Christ shows to us. Let’s be
an amazing example to these families!
Please pass along the fact that we have AWANA at our church to those families in the
valley you come in contact with, and be sure to invite their families to come! It’s a real challenge
these days to get Parents to understand, appreciate, and commit to a Program like AWANA,
considering the massive impact of sports and other events that are taking precedent in our
increasingly secular society.
ALSO! An important addition to Wednesday nights this year is the FANTASTIC and
vibrant youth group that takes place the exact some time as AWANA. This is for 7th Grade and
above youth, and though there is lots of fun being had, the focus is on feeding these Kids with some
REAL Scriptural substance. Darren and Margaret Goheen are the leaders, and they are working
their way through ‘Fundamentals of the Faith’, as well as a focus on scripture memorization. I
would invite you parents with older Youth to consider bringing them Wednesday nights!
I personally want to thank all the leaders, parents, and helpers we have this year. AWANA
doesn’t happen without the time these people give of themselves.
Our one important need to AWANA and the youth group at this time would be one or two
additional Leaders/Helpers for each. If you have that on your heart to help out we could sure use it.
-Commander Leet

Women’s Outreach
Summer has come and gone and fall is upon us. Our annual community outreach Harvest
Dinner will be Sunday, November 11 , at 6pm so mark your calendar and be thinking about who
you might invite. Last year’s variety of soups, chowders, and stews with salad and homemade
breads went very well and so we are repeating it! As always, there will be a wonderful dessert
table. Sign up list will be posted in foyer mid October so please keep your eye out for it.
December is always a fun-filled month for all! We have caroling, the community church
sing, a kid’s Christmas party, and adult Christmas parties to plan as well as our ladies cookie
exchange so please be considering helping with the planning of these activities. If interested in
helping please let Cindy know.
As always we welcome and invite any lady to attend our monthly meeting the first
Thursday monthly at 9:30 - 11:30 with potluck lunch to follow for those who can.

