NEWSBREAK

Dates Ahead
January
10th Missions Meeting
12th 2nd Saturday Servants
27th Annual Business Meeting
February
7th Women’s Outreach
8th Valentine’s Dinner
9th 2nd Saturday Servants
17th Potluck Sunday
March
7th Women’s Outreach
9th 2nd Saturday Servants
14th Mission’s Meeting
17th Potluck Sunday

January
5 Josh and Anna Hoeft
26 John Becker and Lorraine Taylor
February
15 Mike & Connie Quigley
21 Les & Jackie Hill

January
7 Emma Englen
9 Kelsie Leet
12 Beth Piete
20 Chris Richardson
26 Stephan VanderValk
28 Quintin Reardon
February
4 Eon Friesen
6 Connor Reardon
6 Aiden Friesen
6 Aimee Friesen
7 Pierce Reardon
17 Dale Bartles
28 Adrianne Reardon
28 Peter Guy
March
3 Peggy Bartles
4 Pam Baize
6 Trayson Hoeft
15 Barbara Long
16 Les Hill
16 Ethan Friesen
19 Lorraine Taylor
20 Barbara Keosababian
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Contemplating Worship…
“Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of
fools, for they do not know that they do evil.” Eccles 5:1
How much preparation do you put into personal, daily worship of the King of kings and LORD of
lords? What about preparation for weekly meetings with God’s people for corporate worship together? It has
been suggested that those who are responsible for the worship event/experience for the public gathering of
Christians make assumptions about how adequately prepared people are to worship God, so that eventually people cease to expect a real encounter with God and simply settle for a pleasant experience…oh, may that never
be the case!! May we strive to authentically worship our God in spirit and truth (Jn 4:24). It’s not the consumerism mentality which constantly hops from church to church in pursuit of an excellent worship service, but the
heart’s true desire to pursue God Himself, as He reveals Himself on the pages of Holy Scripture.
The contemporary church must capture the primacy of worship over every other “Christian” endeavor,
including evangelism. Could it be, as John Piper has suggested, that the need for evangelism exists because
worship does not? Founder of Operation Mobilization, George Verwer, stated, “I believe that the highest goal
for every believer is not evangelism, but worship. See that it becomes your number one priority. You will find
that evangelism and every other Christian activity is easier in consequence. Give worship first place, above intercessory prayer, and simply enjoy God because He is God. Worship, Tozer comments, is the missing jewel of
the evangelical church. If it is lacking in your life you are probably experiencing a power shortage” (Berean
Call, March 2001, 3).
The church, as a community of worshippers, gathers to sing the model hymn for worship, “O worship
the King, all glorious above, and gratefully sing His power and His love. Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient
of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.” Lamentable, however, is much of what passes for
“worship” as it falls woefully short of a King Who is ‘pavilioned in splendor,’ or ‘whose chariots of wrath the
deep thunderclouds form.’ Have we allowed the laxity of our culture to enter the church and affect the way we
engage with the One who is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient, yet Who has come to dwell among the
people whom He has redeemed? If He is infinitely wondrous and majestic, then the homage, the worth-ship we
owe Him is of infinite consequence.
Beloved, let’s be watchful in our worship together, lest we be distracted within by our own minds or
without by the devil or other assortments of other duties, no matter how rightful are those obligations. May we
be on guard against any secret atheism, unpreparedness to holy duties, any luke-warmness, worldliness, or
weakness in our love of Christ. May we take heed to private and public worship, giving prudence to its growth
in breadth and depth, as it accords with Scripture.

Deacon’s Report
It is enjoyable and a blessing to get involved with serving the Lord. As Deacons, we’ve had a
front row seat to watch how He has taken our church from a somewhat precarious position
financially, to one of relative health, and all the while allowing us to continue to upgrade our
facilities.
Something we’ve heard about is people having difficulty with our sound system. The issue is
significant for those who wear hearing aids, but it also a problem for those who don’t wear
them. We considered purchasing a separate hearing assist system, but after talking with a sound
specialist, we have decided to upgrade the entire creaky, outdated system that we currently
employ. The specialist is an acoustical and electrical engineer, and he is a follower of Christ.
We decided to employ him because no one at our church has his level of expertise. We wanted
a system we could use for the next 20-30 years, and we did not want to end up with a DIY
system that was costly and failed to perform adequately. We recently ordered new speakers, as
well as various other pieces of equipment. Another recommendation is to position the person
operating the system at floor level so they can hear the same sounds as everyone else. That will
result in the removal of a section of one or two pews. The specialist is also working on an
acoustical study that will instruct on the best placement of the speakers and any acoustical
treatments needed to improve the quality of the sound. On our need to upgrade, Parker put it
best when he stated that our purpose is to proclaim the Word of the Lord. If people miss some
of the words due to a faulty sound system, then we need to fix the system. As with any capital
expense of this magnitude, it requires participation on your part. If you are led to contribute
funds or to help with the wiring and installation, please let us know.
We’ve had a lot of false alarms with our new security system. Well, the Lord remedied that
problem when we got a call from the alarm company stating that they are going to replace the
entire system at no cost to the church.
Another area needing attention is the software we use for accounting. Currently, we use two
types of software that require too much time and effort to operate. We are in the process of
upgrading to a more user-friendly package. It is a cloud-based system to allow multiple
authorized users to access it remotely, thus saving the time and expense of traveling to the
church to work on the books. Additionally, it will improve communication within the church
body, incorporate background checks, and connect our website for online donations. It also is
an online directory for the church, and people who wish to make their profile available have the
option to enter their names and information so others can see and communicate with them.
Realm is the name of the software, and you’ll hear more about in the future.
The Deacons

AWANA Update
Well the first half of the Awana Year has come to a close, and what a nice time it
has been! Our weeks have been FULL of wonderful Council Times thanks to Les Hill, Bible
Quiz Nights, and amazingly fun themed-nights. We had a super-stocked Awana Store just
prior to Christmas that allowed the kiddos to pick out some nice things for friends and family. I have heard fantastic reports of kiddos that are really learning and memorizing their
verses during their book time, and have been very dedicated to that endeavor. Special
thanks to Les Hill for showing up EARLY every single Awana Night to turn the lights and
heat on, and to Mike Joyce for making sure it’s all locked up when we leave. I can’t thank
the Awana volunteers enough for their dedication each and every week, and for those parents who scramble to get their kiddos prepped and ready each week to attend Wednesday
nights. Thanks also to Darren and Margaret Goheen for their ongoing dedication and love
shown to our teens at Youth Group each Wednesday night as they press the youth to a
higher level in their walk with God.

See you in 2019!
-Commander Leet"

Women’s Outreach
Thank you to all those who contributed towards the food boxes that we were able to
do during November and December. Thanksgiving meals with turkeys were provided to 5
local families from Applegate school. We were also able to bless another 8 families from
the community with Christmas hams and food from Joseph’s Storehouse. Please continue
to bring food items in for Joseph storehouse as it does get used throughout the year.
Mark your calendars now for February 8 as we are planning an all church “Love
One Another” Valentine dinner with kids party. Stay tuned for details.
As always anyone is welcome to attend the first Thursday meetings at 9:30 as we
look ahead and plan for the coming months.
Thank you,
Cindy

